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Meet Ranger Cameron 
By Marla Gilmore 

Hey, who’s the new guy? Welcome to our newest team 
member, Park Ranger Cameron Engelhart. Cameron comes to  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About FOTC 

Friends of Tecolote Canyon 
is a non-profit community 
organization committed to 
sponsoring nature 
education and restoration 
activities in Tecolote 
Canyon Natural Park. Our 
education program, 
supported by SDGE’s 
“Environmental Champions 
Initiative”, is dedicated to 
bringing children into 
Tecolote Canyon and 
fostering connection 
through enjoyable, 
memorable, and 
meaningful experiences in 
our unique and precious 
local habitat.  

FRIENDS OF TECOLOTE CANYON 

Ranger Cameron and Volunteer Jared working on 
revegetation project 
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us from Orange County where he earned a B.A. in Education 
with an emphasis in Biology and worked as a Zookeeper for 
the Orange County Zoo, which specializes in animals and 
plants native to the southwest.  

Lucky for us, Cameron’s girlfriend Alyssa accepted a great job 
in San Diego County and they decided to move here rather 
than commute back and forth. The pressure was on for 
Cameron to find a new job but he didn’t want just any job. He 
wanted to find something rewarding, a place where he could 
apply what he’d learned by working at a zoo, and somewhere 
he could incorporate his love of the outdoors. Timing is 
everything and the position of Park Ranger in the City of San 
Diego had opened up at the right time. Cameron nailed the 
interviews and was hired in December of 2017 for the Tri-
Canyon Parks area.  

As a youngster, Cameron started out as a Tiger Cub and then 
became an Eagle Scout, an experience that will come in 
handy when working with our local scout troops. Also 
experienced with snake handling and animal husbandry, 
Cameron will be able to assist with our live reptile exhibits 
and reptile education programs. Our newest ranger has the 
right combination of education and work experience but 
most importantly a great attitude, work ethic, and tons of 
enthusiasm! Cameron is an avid woodworker in his spare time 
and has already put his skills to use.  Ranger Engelhart is 
eager to help us make Tecolote the best it can be and you can 
already see the improvements taking place.  If you see the 
new guy out in the canyon please be sure to welcome him! 
We are all looking forward to this exciting time in Tri-Canyon 
Parks! 
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Art & Activities 

Every third Wednesday of the 
month, at 1:30-3:00pm, free and 
fun Art & Activities are held at 
Tecolote Nature Center. We hope 
you and your children can join us! 

In March we had a visit from 
SoCal Parrot, and in February we 
explored winter wonders! 

Join us for May Flowers on 
Wednesday, May 16 at 
1:30-3:00pm.  

Tecolote is the Nahuatl (Aztec) word for owl 
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Free Events in the Park  
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Weed Warriors 
Monthly Event on Saturdays at 9:00am on May 19, June 26, July 21, August 18 
Join a Park Ranger for true feel good work to clean up your canyon. Come and get some exercise and take 
out your frustrations on invasive and non native plants, trash, debris, and other unsightly canyon enemies! 
Planting native plants is a free workout. You can make new friends, satisfy community service credits for 
school, and be part of the few, the proud, the Weed Warriors! 

Art & Activities 
Monthly Event on Wednesdays at 1:30-3:00pm on May 16 and June 20  
Make and take a variety of nature-inspired crafts at the nature center. Children can learn a little and create 
a lot!  
*No Art & Activities events in July and August. Art & Activities will resume in September.  

Guided Nature Walks for Families 
Spring Family Walk “You May Sense” on Sunday, May 6 at 9:00-10:30am 
Join us to see what MAY be blooming. Walk begins and ends at Tecolote Nature Center, 5180 Tecolote 
Rd., San Diego, 92110. Wear closed-toe shoes, bring water and a sun hat! Restrooms on-site. 

Audubon Bird Walk 
Led by skilled Audubon Team on Saturday, May 26 at 8:00am 
 All skill levels welcome. Meets at Tecolote Nature Center, 5180 Tecolote Road, San Diego 92110.  

Tecolote Family Day 
Annual Event on Saturday, June 2 at 10:00-2:00  
Pack a lunch and enjoy the fun nature activities and entertainment. 

Join Meetup here for the latest park events and details. 
https://www.meetup.com/Friends-of-Tecolote-Canyon-Natural-Park-and-Nature-Center/events/ 
 
Like us on Facebook and stay updated on events and happenings!  
https://www.facebook.com/friendsoftecolotecanyon/

https://www.meetup.com/Friends-of-Tecolote-Canyon-Natural-Park-and-Nature-Center/events/
https://www.facebook.com/friendsoftecolotecanyon/
https://www.meetup.com/Friends-of-Tecolote-Canyon-Natural-Park-and-Nature-Center/events/
https://www.facebook.com/friendsoftecolotecanyon/
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What’s That Scat?
Find out on page 6.

Who left this? Answer on page 6!
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Donations 

Your donations are always 
appreciated and make our 
programs possible.  

You can donate to Friends of 
Tecolote Canyon at Tecolote 
Nature Center, or at our website: 
www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/
donate.  

Contact Information 

Tecolote Nature Center  
5180 Tecolote Road 
San Diego, CA 92110 
Open Tues-Sat 9:00-4:00 
            Sun 9:00-2:00 
Closed on July 4th  
Phone: 858-581-9959  

Visit Our Website 

www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org In nature nothing exists alone. —Rachel Carson 

 What’s App-ening 
Free mobile apps that integrate nature and technology 

iNaturalist 
www.iNaturalist.org  

Everyone can be a Citizen Scientist with iNaturalist. Share plant 
and creature observations on this free app and be a part of 

research. No need to identify what you photograph, the app 
can suggest identifications for what you record. iNaturalist is a 

favorite learning app of this newsletter’s editor! 

Easy2Hike 
www.easy2hike.com 

Tecolote Canyon Natural Park is a part of Easy2Hike with a 
mission to “Empower your outdoor adventures”. 

This free app uses your location to identify nearby trails, safety 
notifications, trail maps, and includes trail reviews.  

Free apps can be downloaded at App Stores on mobile devices.

People In Nature (PINpoints) 
Hear what the Tecolote Canyon Natural Park buzz is about! 

“This plant feels soft and smells like mint,”  
—Julie, Elementary student 
 
“The Battle Trail is named for Ms. Battle who saved this 
canyon from being a landfill…I liked this field trip to 
Tecolote Canyon,” —Rafael, Elementary student  

Observations made by students on field trips. Read about 
the ESCAPe field trip program on page 9. 

https://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/donate
https://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/donate
http://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org
http://www.iNaturalist.org
http://www.easy2hike.com
https://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/donate
https://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/donate
http://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org
http://www.iNaturalist.org
http://www.easy2hike.com
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Ode to Our Volunteers  
Thank you to all of the special individuals who care donate their time and help in ways they can to care for 
Tecolote Canyon Natural Park. Do volunteers change the world? See the before and after: 

 Thank you to volunteers Rich, Monica, and David who cleaned up Tecolote Canyon creek just south of Balboa Ave. 
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Volunteer Opportunties 
Jr Volunteers (community service)    |    Native Plant Garden 
Tecolote Canyon Advisory Committee    |    Weed Warriors 

Environmental Stewards Canyon Program (ESCAPe) 
Docents    |    Interpretive Guides    |    Art & Crafts    |    Park Patrol 

If you are interested in volunteering, we welcome you to come in and speak with any staff member. 

Thank you to Wednesday 
Weed Warrior Volunteers 
Monica and Rich!

Special thanks 
to outgoing 
newsletter  

editor Linda 
Stafford for 

her dedication 
and wonderful 

editions! 
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Special Thanks 
 
Friends of Tecolote Canyon and the ESCAPe team gratefully acknowledge a 
generous grant from SDGE supporting another year of our ESCAPe program.  

  

We want to thank Scott Chalmers and Filmetrics for their donation, 
providing 5 years of Wi-Fi to the Nature Center.  

   
           Thank you to Cole’s Fine Flooring for a donation of carpet squares        
           for children’s education programs at our Nature Center.  
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What’s That Scat? 
Continued from Page 3

Thanks to Greg, one of our regular visitors, for 
bringing in this scat that he found on his roof. 
Ranger Heidi from Mission Trails Regional Park 
identified it as Common raven scat…most likely. The 
scat had a swirly pattern and was mostly black with 
white from uric acid, which was a clue that this scat 
was excreted from a bird. Common ravens are 
omnivores and may eat just about anything 
including rodents, frogs, insects, carrion and even 
garbage. Ravens are larger than crows and their tail 
feathers have a V shape to them.   
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Identified as Common raven scat 
Common raven photo credit: iNaturalist.com

Common raven is 
bird on left

Our thanks to the Clairemont Town Council for their $250 donation to 
support TC Habitat Restoration. FOTC will purchase native plants, gloves, 
and hand tools for children to use in our ESCAPe education program.  

http://iNaturalist.com
http://iNaturalist.com
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When one tugs at a single thing in nature,  he finds it attached to the rest of the world.  —John Muir

Kids Nature Nugget  
Nature Walk Activity: 5 Senses 

What can you sense when you explore nature? 

I see ______________________ 

     I hear _____________________ 

  I smell ____________________ 

I touch __________________ 

      Did you see a creature taste 
something? 
_________________________ 

Dog Safety 

Friendly reminder so that dog 
owners and dogs can both 
enjoy a safe canyon walk:  

All dogs shall be maintained on 
a leash not to exceed 8 feet. 
Always keep your dog on a 
leash when you are in Tecolote 
Canyon and areas were snakes 
are likely. If s/he hasn't been 
trained to ignore snakes, a 
leash can help you keep her 
out of trouble. You're also in a 
position to keep a closer eye 
on your dog and what s/he is 
interested in. 

Clean Water For All

To help ensure that the water 
supply for both humans and 
canines is protected, you can 
do one simple action: 
 Clean up after your dog.  

This is an important way to 
promote health and prevent 
illness for everyone, including 
your dog.  

Curious tracks 

in the nature center

http://www.ehow.com/how_2120837_protect-dog-from-snakes.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2120837_protect-dog-from-snakes.html
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Scenes from a Walk Through Tecolote Canyon 
“It is spring again. The earth is like a child that knows poems by heart.” —Rainer Maria Rilke
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FOTC ESCAPe Education Program 
Thanks to a generous Environmental Champions grant by SDG&E, Friends of Tecolote Canyon 
provides Naturalist-led field trip experiences for local elementary students in the spring. 
Students use their five senses along with their sense of wonder to learn about their local 
habitat and how their choices make a difference. If your school is interested in learning more 
about this program, please contact friendsoftecolotecanyon@gmail.com for more information. 

May Welcome  
Tecolote Canyon and Tri-Canyon Parks warmly welcome our new Park Ranger Aide Erika Weikel in May!

Stick Pile or Fort or Home?  By Edel Ahrens 

Have you seen one of these in Tecolote Canyon? Do you know what this is or how it got there?  

This nest belongs to a Big-eared woodrat, a native rodent in our area. Woodrat nests can be found all 
over Tecolote Canyon underneath Lemonadeberry and other trees. These piles of sticks are elaborate 

homes with entry tunnels, separate 
bathrooms, and even treasure rooms!  

These packrats are nocturnal creatures 
that build their homes stick by stick. 

Only the female woodrat and her 
children live in this ground nest, while 
the male lives up in a tree nest nearby. 

Woodrats preserve their wooden homes 
by urinating on the sticks. This is the 

reason for the “maple syrup” fragrance 
of these nests. Woodrats eat mainly 

plants, but also bugs, fruits, and acorns. 

Big-eared woodrat photo credit: iNaturalist.com 

http://iNaturalist.com
mailto:friendsoftecolotecanyon@gmail.com
mailto:friendsoftecolotecanyon@gmail.com
http://iNaturalist.com
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FREE! Tecolote Family Day!

Explore! Discover! Tecolote Canyon 858-581-9944

FUN FOR ALL AGES!
TECOLOTE 

NATURE CENTER
5180 Tecolote Road
San Diego, CA 92110

Saturday, June 2, 2018  10:00-2:00
Our Earth Rocks! • Face Painting (10:30-12:30) •

Create with Clay • Snake Encounter • Owl Pellets • Animal Skulls & 
Tracks • Insect Investigations • Nature Crafts

Presentations by Ms. Smarty Plants •
Zovargo • Critter Encounters • Biomimicry

Natural
Park

Special Thanks to Councilmember Lorie Zapf and 
the Friends of Tecolote Canyon, our non-profit partner.

AS A RECIPIENT OF FEDERAL FUNDS, THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO CANNOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST ANYONE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, 
COLOR, GENDER, RELIGIOUS CREED, MARITAL STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, ANCESTRY, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE, MENTAL OR 
PHYSICAL DISABILITY, MEDICAL CONDITION (INCLUDING HIV, AIDS & AIDS-RELATED COMPLEX).  IF ANYONE BELIEVES HE OR SHE 
HAS BEEN DISCRIMINATED AGAINST, HE OR SHE MAY FILE A COMPLAINT ALLEGING THE DISCRIMINATION WITH EITHER THE CITY 
OF SAN DIEGO PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTACT DISTRICT MANAGER (619) 685-1131 OR THE OFFICE OF EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240. THIS INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE 
FORMATS UPON REQUEST.         

Save the date!


