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This issue is dedicated to the animals you may see in the D2LIKSNI {yIF18a o
neighborhoods surrounding Tecolote Canyon WAY {K2(G&d © o® o
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about the important role snakes play 9gsyua ¢ o o @

in our local environment. The largest l O1y2e6f SRASYSy

shake we have on display is a San
Di ego Gopher Snake
Gopher snakes are one of the most
X e e : frequently sighted snakes in Tecolote
San Diego Gopher Snake Canyon. They do not pose any threat
to people and should never be injured
or killed. Unfortunately, Gopher Snakes exhibit a color pattern that can be mis-
taken for a rattlesnake. Another reason Gopher Snakes can be mistaken for
rattlesnakes is because they may flatten their head and vibrate their tail when
they feel threatened. It is important for local residents to be able to distinguish CNASYRE 2F ¢85
between these twq species. . _ . [ ye2y MR Ui y:
The San Diego Gopher Snake is an example of a wild animal that has o -
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a major role in controlling the NBauzNlazy | Oc
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become major pests. In addition ;
to rodents, Gopher Snakes will ~ =
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.also eat rabbits, birds, lizards and ~Photo by Marla Gilmore ¢S502t2G8 /Fye

insects. They are some- A < A
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Wilderness is not a luxury but a necessity of the human YSIYyAYy3IFdz SELISH

spirit, and as vital to our lives as water and good bread. dzy A lj dzS F YR LINE(
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times seen climbing shrubs and small trees in search
of birds or bird eggs. They kill their prey by con-
striction.

Gopher snakes are found throughout the
western United States. They are found in a variety of
habitats including deserts, brushland, woodlands,
coniferous forests, and grasslands. Our particular
subspecies occurs south of Point Conception into
northern Baja California on the western side of the
Coast Range. Another subspecies, the Sonoran
Gopher Snake, is found in desert habitats to the east
of the Coast Range.
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The eggs are laid between June and AugustWe i nvite you to come by the
and the other snakes that reside there. We have a Coastal Rosy Boa and a California King Snake on display 3
well as photographs of other snakes that can be found in our region. We encourage everyone to learn more
about these fascinating creatures that play such an important role in our environment.

We have a website!
Friendsoftecolotecanyon.org is a new resource that you can visit for newsletter
archives, Tecolote Canyon background, images, and contacts. Please send
guestions, comments, user issues, and feedback to nikiahrens@gmail.com
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Above ~ Gopher Snake approaching pocket gopher
holes in the backyard

Upper Right ~ Gopher Snake emerging from pock-
et gopher hole

Lower Right ~ Gopher snake exploring pocket
gopher holes

Gopher snakes produce 12 clutches of eggs per year and there may be as many as 24 eggs in a clutch.
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